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streets to keep them clear. Before O'Brien reached the
door from which Carson had made his dramatic depar-
ture, two more bouquets had been presented to him by
ladies, and he was joined by many distinguished sympa-
thisers., headed by John Dillon. In such supercharged at-
mosphere the trial began. When Carson came in, O'Brien
asked Harrington who was the tall young man. " That's
Carson," said the latter. " He looks very young," said
O'Brien.
After the tense atmosphere of drama which had prevailed
at the previous hearing, and up till O'Brien's entry into
Court, the proceedings were, by contrast, begun with
strange formality. Mr. Tim Harrington, M.P., who was in
his turn to be prosecuted, appeared for the defence, and
argued that his client could not be tried for two speeches
on one information ; but the Court was inclined to rule
against him, and Carson proceeded to deal with both
speeches in his opening. Tim Harrington was continually
rising to protest. " This is an effort to prejudice the case of
my client," he said. " That is the usual blatter," replied
Carson, and proceeded unperturbed. " I denounce this,"
shouted Harrington, after an interval, "as an outrage on
the liberty of my friend." " I will submit to any ruling the
Bench make, but his remarks about outrage on liberty I
treat with contempt," rejoined Carson. <c I would advise
you not to indulge in language of that kind, as I am a
capital hand at it myself," persisted Harrington. " That is
only the emanation of an excited mind, and I don't heed
it," said Carson. The only evidence really needed for a con-
viction was that of the police, who had taken a note of
O'Brien's oratory. Harrington raised every kind of objection
to the form of the note, and the formality, which the Irish
mind is never able to sustain for very long, rapidly degener-
ated into farce and personalities.
" Oh, go on," said Carson, in an aside ; " this is proper
humbug ! "
But Harrington had overheard. " It is not a proper
humbug. You are a humbug to use such language."
Carson : " Don't address me, please,"